




















Vienna Acoustics “7heMusic” Loudspeaker

might be characterized as Vienna Acoustics” house
sound, but its neutral tonal balance is more like
the real thing, Lastly, while the speakers seemed to
just disappear, I was occasionally reminded 1 was
listening to a box enclosure.

A few caveats are also in order. With The
Music’s ingenious dual-pivoting mechanism for its
top enclosure, you can 1‘L‘:ll|_\' lock in the s::undhmgc
and achieve a neutral tonal balance. | lowever, don’t
think you can plop this loudspeaker down where
you've placed others in your listening room and
extract all the performance this loudspeaker is
capable of producing. A dealer trained in Sumiko’s
technique of loudspeaker placement, where the
bass from the left speaker is optimized first, is
invaluable here. In my listening room, the speakers
were pulled farther forward and apart than what
one would expect using the “rule of thirds.”
The top modules were pointed right at my ears,
whereas the bottom cabinet, housing the woofers
and Murata super-tweeter, were directed at my
shoulders.

Also, don’t judge these speakers until the
flat midrange driver with its coincident soft dome tweeter has had
considerable time to break in. Until then it will sound a bit too thin
with a slight plastic coloration in the upper midrange, but given time
to settle down, The Music begins to bloom. With its relatively high
sensitivity (91dB) and 4-ohm impedance, the system can be powered to
great effect by lower-powered amplifiers. I used the stellar 45-watt per
cl

and it was a wonderful match. Certainly, in a room larger than my 22'

nnel Pathos Inpol2 integrated amplifier for most of my listening,

by 16' space, I'd go for more amplifier power. Driven by the Pass Labs
X600 amplifiers in a big room, the speakers were really able to breathe,
the soundstage was even more expansive, and the sense of scale and
dynamic range increased.

The Music is priced in an increasingly competitive segment of
the market, yet it also compares favorably with reference speakers
costing far more. If you feel you should have to spend more on a
reference speaker, I might suggest adding a REL Studio 111 subwoofer
(with a cross-over point at 22Hz so you don’t impinge on The Music’s
coherence) for even more concussive impact and a greater sense of
the hall from the plane of the speakers to the listening position. Given
how musically satisfying The Music is by itself, this might appear to
be wretched excess, but the overall performance of this Vienna
Acoustics/REL combo is even more amazing,

Vienna Acoustics’ The Music I udspeaker system is aptly named,
because it is so true to the music. With its extended, flat midrange
driver with coincident tweeter, it pushes the performance envels pe
on multiple fronts. Here’s a thrilling full-range loudspeaker of
reference quality that supplies plenty of goosebumps, but also has
stat-like coherence, superb time and phase accuracy, and breathtaking
soundstaging. It is an accurate, yet musical speaker with fast transients,
precise layered imaging, and articulate, extended bass. You may have
noted that I frequently used the phrase, “justlike in a live performance,”
when describing the sonic prowess of this Vienna Acoustics flagship
loudspeaker. And that’s just it. The Music compares surprisingly well

to a live performance, and that’s very high praise. TAS
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SPECS & PRICING

Type: 3-way loudspeaker
system employing
integrated sub-woofers plus
super-tweeter

Frequency Response:
22Hz-100kHz

Sensitivity: 91 dB
Impedance: 4 ohms

Power Requirement; SOW
minimum, SOOW maximum
Driver Complement; One
midrange/treble coincident
driver (7" Vienna Acoustic
Flat-Spider-Cone with 1"
vented neodymium-magnet
silk dome); one Murata

0.5" super-tweeter; three
9" Vienna Acoustics spider-
cone bass drivers
Dimensions: 10.75" x 50.98"
x 24.80"

Weight: 180 Ibs. each

Price: $27,000

IMPORTER INFORMATION
SUMIKO

2431 Fifth Street
Berkeley, California 94710
(510) 234-0182
sumikoaudio.net

ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT
Clearaudio Anniversary
turntable with Helius Ruby
tonearm and Benz Ebony

H cartridge; Pro-Ject
Perspex with Sumiko
Celebration |l cartridge;
ARC PH7 phonostage and
REF 3 preamplifier; MFA
Venusian preamp (Frankland
modified); Pathos INPOL2
and PrimaLuna DiaLogue
Two integrated amplifiers;
Pass Labs X600 amplifiers;
Pathos Endorphin CD
player; REL Studio Il
subwoofer; Nordost Valhalla,
Audioquest King Cobra,
Virtual Dynamics and
Goertz cables; etc.
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